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THE  WILLITON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 

To  the  Chairman  8c  Members  of  the  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  privilege  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  upon 
the  Health  and  Sanitation  of  your  district  for  the  year  1948. 

The  civilian  population  of  the  district  is  estimated  at  12,840;  the 
estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses, 3833.  The  Rateable  Value  is 
£65,079  and  the  sum  of  £271-18-11  is  represented  by  a  penny  rate. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  Registrar  General’s  Return  shows  185  live  births, of  which  81  were 
males, and  102  were  females.  There  were  7  still  births.  The  birthrate 
is, therefore, 14.25  per  thousand.  The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  was  4, which  gives  an  infant  mortality  of  21.86  per  thousand 
live  births. 

Health  Services. 

During  the  year, the  steam  disinfector  at  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
Tivington, was  closed  down.  Whilst  the  disinfector  at  the  Williton 
and  District  Hospital  for  the  Aged  Sick  was  again  being  made  service¬ 
able,  the  disinfector  at  the  Taunton  Isolation  Hospital  was  utilised. 
For  infectious  disease,  the  Taunton  Isolation  Hospital  is  available. 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

Infectious  Disease.  No. of  Cases 

Notified. 

Small  Pox . . . . .  Nil 

Scarlet  Fever . 3 

Dipheria . . . . . . .  Nil 

Enteric  Fever . . . 

Meas  les . 34 

Whooping  Cough . 13 

Puerperal  Pyrexia . .  .  Nil 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum . . . 

Cerebro- spinal  Meningitis . 

Dys  entry . . . 

Malaria . . . . . . . . . 

Pneumonia.  . . 2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis . 2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica . . . . . . .  Nil 

Chicken  Pox . 

Erysipelas . 1 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) .  19 

(Non-Rospiratory ) .  2 

There  were  four  deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 

Housing. 

Receiving  greatest  attention  throughout  the  year  was  the  provision 
of  new  Council  Houses, but  with  a  waiting  list  of  320  at  the  end  of  the 
year  the  progress  in  the  provision  of  new  houses  continues  to  be 
disappointingly  slow. 

New  Houses  completed  by  the  Council .  24 

"  ”  ”  Private  Enterprise......  6 
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Rural  Housing  Survey. 

The  inspection  of  housing  conditions  in  the  area  is  at  present  the 
principal  matter  receiving  the  attention  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 
Inspections  are  revealing  some  most  insanitary  conditions  and, not  only 
is  there  a  great  amount  of  work  to  be  done  in  the  replacement , or  repair 
and  modernisation  of  insanitary  houses, but  the  provision  or  improvement 
of  public  services, such  as  water  and  sewerage, will  also  require  early 
attention. 

For  the  present, the  provision  of  new  accommodation  continues  to  be  of 
greatest  importance. 


Water  Supplies. 

Shortages  of  water  in  1948  were  mainly  at  Roadwater , Cut combe, Monks i Ivor 
and  lootton  Courtney.  The  quality  was  fairly  good;  157  samples  were 
taken  from  piped  supplies, of  which  56  reports  were  unsatisfactory;  these 
were  followed  by  inspections  and, where  necessary, improvement  works 
carried  out  until  better  results  were  obtained. 

Extensions  or  improvements  to  supplies  were  limited  to  housing  sites  at 
Williton  and  Dunster. 


Sewage  Disposal. 

Extensions  have  been  limited  to  new  housing  sites. 

In  July, a  Public  Inquiry  was  held  in  respect  of  a  sewerage  scheme  at 
Stogursey, and  this  scheme  is  now  in  hand. 

Food  Supplies. 

Meat  supplies  continue  to  bo  distributed  from  the  central  slaughterhouses 
outside  the  district.  Tuberculin  Tested  or  Pasteurised  Milk  is  now 
retailed  in  most  Parishes. 

Inspection  of  food  premises  have  been  made  and  advice  given  where 
necessary. 


Rat  and  Mice  Destruction* 

In  February  of  this  year, the  Rodent  Operative  commenced  duty  with  the 
Bridgwater  R.D.C.,and  has  since  spent  two  weeks  with  the  Williton  R.D.C., 
and  two  weeks  with  Bridgwater  R .D. C ., alternately .  Since  his  resignation 
in  October, tho  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  are  carrying  out 
essential  treatments  until  a  new  Operative  is  appointed. 

During  the  year, 118  treatments  were  carried  out, 30  of  which  were  of  the 
Council's  refuse  tips, and  11  of  sewer  systems  in  the  area. 


Summary  of  Inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Department . 
Housing  Acts . 

Rural  Housing  Survey-Houses  Surveyed . . .  624 

Houses  inspected  for  individual  defects . .  117 

"  h  11  overcrowding.  .  . .  6 

Demolition  Orders  made . . . . .  1 

Informal  Notices  served.  . . . . .  68 

Public  Health  Acts. 

Drainage . . . . .  72 

Nuisances . .  o  35 

Filthy  or  Verminous  Premises .  1 

Water  Supplies .  37 

Refuse  Collection  or  Disposal .  57 

Tents, Vans  and  Sheds .  9 

Camping  Sites . *’o  54 

Infectious  Diseases . . . .  ]_4 

Water  Samples  taken .  ’  433 

Disinfections  carried  out . [  22 

Disinfestations  "  11  .  4 

Miscellaneous  inspections . .....!  1 

Informal  Notices  served . **’[  49 

Food  and  Drugs  Act . 

Condemnations  of  unsound  food.  Tinned  &  Bottled  foods .  372 

Meat .  56  lbs 

Cereals, etc .  447  " 

Inspections  of  Food  Stores  &  Shops .  46 

Inspections  of  Ice-cream  premises .  40 

Ice-cream  samples  taken . !'.!!.*!!  *  ga 

Inspections  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies . !!!!!!!!!!! 

Milk  Samples  taken .  *  *  _ 

Inspections  of  Slaughterhouses . . . •  •  •  •  <. 
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Complaints . 

Number  of  Complaints  received .  74 

"  "  investigated .  74 

"  "  "  dealt  with .  71 

Outstanding .  3 


!  Public  Health  Administration. 

The  Public  Health  Staff  consists  of  Mr .R .B . Perrett, Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector , and  Mr .A . F .M. Howard, Additional  Sanitary  Inspector , both  of 
whom  hold  the  Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.,for  Sanitary  Inspectors; 
Mr.Perrett  also  holds  the  Meat  &  Foods  Inspector's  Certificate. 

Mr .R . J. Ashman  is  Clerk  to  the  Department. 

I  am, Gent lemen, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Rural 
District  Council  of  Wi Hi ton, Somerset . 
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